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Cuba Music Week  +  Cubadiscos  + You! 

Archive Cuban Music Tour May 17-24th 
 
Our planned itinerary-   
 
Day 1 Tuesday May 17th 

•    Noon flight NYC (JFK) to Havana in early afternoon with plenty of time to enjoy the city.   
•    Visa /vcustoms / get cellphone SIM cards (US$55) for your unlocked cell phones- if desired. 
•    Private A/C van from airport to hotel.  Van will be available for most of your stay.  
•    Hotel- check in the historic Hotel Nacional.  Settle in, swim at hotel pool.  You can have a  

           drink or snack served poolside. 
•    Evening – welcome cocktail party. Mojitos in garden of Hotel - distribute Cubadisco schedule. 
•    Diner/mixer/informal orientation/explain Cubadiscos. Dine at Restaurant La Guarida, the site  
     of  the film (which you should watch) "Fresa y Chocolate.”  
•    Night – Cubadiscos shows.  There are plenty of live shows every night- jazz, Latin, classical, 
     reggaeton. You assigned Cuban guides will escort you around to help smooth your  
     movements and translate where needed. You will have a Cubadisco pass for all events. 
 

                   
 
Day 2 Wednesday May 18th 

•    Breakfast at hotel. 
•    Van pickup – Guided walking tour of Havana Vieja (Old Havana) and it’s many historic plazas. 

•    Factoría Plaza Vieja Beer Restaurant / Partagas Factory / Galería shops. 

•    Lunch at La Bodeguita del Medio, a unique bistro where everyone autographs the walls. 
•    Cocktails at El Floridita, rumored to be the place that invented the daiquiri. 
•    Guided Van tour around the entire city while there is still light – orientation. 
•    Home visit with pianist Robert Carcasses and his trumpeter and drummer.  Mr. Carcasses  

           will give a talk about Cuban music and show how he composes his songs.  
•    Back to Hotel to rest and swim. 
•    Dinner – Center Commercial San Cristabal Havana Vieja. 
•    Night –Cubadiscos live music events throughout in the city. 
•    Around Midnight- Interactivo at the Bertolt Brecht Theater on Linea with the musicians  
     you met this afternoon.  One of the best live shows in town. 
•    Late-night clubs - Our handbook will have listings of places to go after midnight.  Lots! 
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Day 3 Thursday May 19th 

•    Breakfast at hotel.  
•    AM - free to explore.  We will offer suggestions/addresses.  You can visit Hemmingway  
     house (90  minute drive) or try our shopping recommendations.   
•    Museo Bellas Artes, Havana’s National Art Museum, tour lead by our guide 

•    Late afternoon visit to Egrem Studios in Old Havana or Abdala Studios in Miramar 

•    Dinner @ Porto Habana. 
•    Night –Cubadiscos live events.  

 

         
 
Day 4 Friday May 20th 

•    Breakfast at hotel 
•    Drive to Matanzas to meet Los Muñequitos de Matanzas for a performance in their loft  
•    Drive to beach – Van to Santa Maria Beach for a swim and lunch at the beach (paid). 
•    Evening free – Cubadisco live events. 
•    Night– Cubadisco or try a club like La Zorra y El Cuervo, Jazz Café or Cafe Miramar. 
 

                          
 
Day 5 – Saturday May 21 

•    Breakfast at hotel. 
•    Yoruba Society visit. 
•    Guided visit to the Art Deco Bacardi Building. 
•    Lunch at Los Nardos, the unique Spanish Students Sports Society Restaurant. 
•    Cubadisco live events. 
•    Evening – Private jam session with Top Cuban musicians. 
•    Nightclubbing.  
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Day 6– Sunday May 22  

•    Breakfast at hotel. 
•    Visit to artist space. 

•     Lunch @ Sandwichería La Bien Paga, Aguacate No 259. 
•    Havana’s famous ice cream in the park @ Coppelia in Vedado.  
•    Noonish - Callejón de Hamel – rumba dance – Centro . 

•     Dinner @ el Cocinero, next door to Fabrica. 
•    Nightclubbing @ Fabrica club – can switch with other day – depends on music program  
•    Late night at some of Havana’s best clubs – Espacios, Up-&-Down or Somoville. 
 

  
 
Day 7 - Monday May 23 

•    Breakfast at hotel. 
•    Free day or attend an event at a Cubadisco event throughout the day. 
•    (Optional) Visit a workshop that makes musical instruments.  
•    Dinner Rio Mar.  
•    Night –Cubadisco big shows at Karl Marx Theater.  
 

                                  
 
Day 8 Monday May 24th 

1. Breakfast at hotel. 
2. Last minute souvenir, cigar and rum(ron) shopping. 
3. Depart from Jose Marti Airport to Terminal 2 in NYC. 

        
                                           

 
 

      the Archive of Contemporary Music
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